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OPERATION IRONFISH 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.12 pm]: I am pleased to report to the house the 
success of Operation Ironfish, which was a major operation undertaken by the WA Police Force investigating the 
criminal activities of senior members of the Rebels outlaw motorcycle gang. In two days of action on 21 and 
22 October, officers executed a series of warrants across Perth. This was the culmination of a coordinated 
operation that was conducted by the police over a sustained period of time—some 22 months—to investigate and 
ultimately charge members of the Rebels outlaw motorcycle gang, and others, with a series of offences. A total of 
44 people have been charged, of whom 18 are patched gang members; 88 search warrants have been effected; 
210 charges have been preferred; and drugs, ammunition, firearms, cash and property have been seized. The 
offences cover a wide range of criminal activities, including drug trafficking, extortion, aggravated robbery, sexual 
penetration without consent, threats to kill, attempting to pervert the course of justice, possession of weapons, 
property laundering, and tax evasion. This range of offences is a clear indication of just how lawless this gang 
considers itself. It deals in death; its languages are intimidation and fear; and it expresses contempt for the law and 
for the community upon which it preys. The drugs that it trades in brings misery to our community; it hooks people 
on meth and destroys young people’s lives.  
This sustained effort by police to disrupt and deter the Rebels outlaw motorcycle gang has used both state and 
commonwealth legislation and has been carried out with the assistance of agencies such as the Australian Taxation 
Office. The Western Australia Police Force is to be commended for the success of this operation. It shows the 
value of painstaking police work and inter-agency cooperation in seeking to bring the criminal activities of these 
gangs to an end. 
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